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Schmit's amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The amendment is adopted.

CLERK: Nr. Pr esident, Senator Schmit would move to amend the
b i l l . (The Schmit amendment is found on pages 1596-1600 of the
Legislative Journal )

SPEAKER BARRETT: S e nator Schmit.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Nr. President and members, I am going to talk
about this amendment for just a little while, while I'm w a iting
for another amendment to come up, and I thought you would be
p robably intensely i nterested i n this amendment since we
discussed yesterday the desirability or the lack of allowing the
commodity boards to inv est fu nds in tax research. I am sure
that in the last 24 hours we have all become much more fam iliar
with the tax problem that faces Nebraskans and as it faces this
particular Legislature. And I felt a little bit dis turbed, I
guess, that perhaps I was a littl e short wi th some of my
colleagues that I would even consider such a drastic measure as
to suggest t hat we mig h t use tax funds subtracted from the
income of farmers w ithout t heir co nsent to do research on
s ometh in g wh i c h mi gh t p os s i b l y l ead t o l o bby i ng . We l l , of
c ourse, it would not be the fir s t t i me on th is flo or th at
something occurred i ndirectly that was not condoned directly.
A nd so I felt that it might be ap p ropriate to off er fo r t he
consideration of this body a more direct amendment and in order
that you might be...have your guilt feelings assuaged a bit, i n
the event yo u ha ve so me faint doubt as to whether or not you
should vote for this amendment, I am handing ou t, for your
perusal, a list of tax supp orted subdivisions of government
which have employed a lobbyist to carry their m e s sage to this
Legislature. It is on ly by accident that our former colleague
and good friend, Senator Rupp, heads the l i st, but the r e are
many others on the r e whose names you will recognize and the
entities which they represent will be familiar to you. So in
order to be up front, as I always try to be, and to bring to you
an amend ment wh ich an yone, eve n the mo st ine xp erienced
legislator ca n un de rstand, I have o f fe red fo r th e bod y ' s
consideration the amen dment that says, we will strike the
language that says, at the present time prohibits the c ommodity
boards from i n fluencing state legislation. It seems to me, we
a lways t a l k a l o t o n t h i s f l o or ab out a l ev e l p l ay i n g f i e l d and
we seem to have accepted that as being a very laudable goal and
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